Disseminated arthritis and osteitis by Candida albicans in a two month old infant receiving parenteral nutrition.
The case of a two-month -old female infant, who after a severe diarrhoea treated with prolonged intravenous infusion in peripheral veins alternated with total parenteral feeding, developed a Candida albicans septicemia (accompanied by disseminated intravascular coagulation syndrome) is reported. The course of her disease was also complicated by multiple foci of osteoarthritis in both knees, in the left hip and in several long-bones. Radiographically the foci of Candida osteitis appeared as fine erosion of the cortex and minute round areas of osteolysis in the spongiosa, surrounded by a rim of perifocal sclerosis. During the acute stage of Candida sepsis a transitory cellular immunodeficiency was present. Treatment of Candida infection by 5-fluorocytosine was followed by complete recovery.